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'" What you had better do," said the tortoise, " is to join us. When you have had a good meal, and a drink from the river, you will feel a different creature. My old friend Laghupatro. will be the one to keep watch for us all, and warn us of any danger approaching ; I will give you the benefit of my long experience ; and little Hiranya, though he is not likely to be of any use to you, will certainly never do you any harm."
9. Is it a good thing to make friends easily ?
1Q. What was the bond of union between the crow, the mouse, the tortoise and the deer ?
CHAPTER VI.
THE deer was so touched by the kind way in which, he had been received, that he agreed to stop with the three friends; and for some weeks after his arrival all went well. Each member of the party went Ms own way during the day-time, but all four met together in the evening, and took it in turns to tell their adventures. The crow always had the most to say, and was very useful to the deer in warning him of the presence of hunters in the forest. One beautiful moonlight night the deer did not come back as usual, and the other three became very anxious about him. The crow flew up to the highest tree near and eagerly sought for some sign of his lost friend, of whom he had grown very fond. Presently he noticed a dark mass by ti.e river-side, just where the deer used to go down to dfink every evening. " That must be he/9 thought the crow; and very